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Volunteer Spotlight

John Kennish, chair of the council’s Scientific
Advisory Committee, alsoknownas SAC, found
his life’s calling early.

“I knew I'd be a chemist in the 11th grade
when my teacher told us how scientists first
figured out the composition of water,” Kennish
said. “What excited me was how you could
take indirect evidence and use your own sense
of logic to draw conclusions about what was
really occurring.”

“I thought that was awesome.”

Kennish grew up in small town in New
Jersey. His hometown was a rural community
of around 2000 people. He worked on farms,
fished and collected mushrooms. When he left
to attend graduate school, he only applied to
colleges in the Pacific Northwest, because that
area had the best fishing, he says.

Fishing is also what inspired Kennish to
start looking for work in Alaska after earning
his PhD in Environmental Analytical Chemis-
try from Oregon’s Portland State University in
1978. He was hired by the University of Alaska
in Anchorage to teach chemistry, and has been
there ever since.

Kennish was recruited as a volunteer for
the council by SAC member Roger Green and
former council staffer Lisa Ka’aihue in 2004.
He was elected chair of the committee in 2008.

Since the council’s inception, the commit-
tee has managed a project to monitor the level
of hydrocarbons from crude oil in the Sound.
One difficulty the monitoring projecthas always
faced is that there was very little environmental
data to show what the water quality conditions
were like in Prince William Sound before the
1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill.

Kennish saysif his advice had been taken, it
wouldn’t have been that way. About ten years
before the spill, Kennish and then fellow UAA
professor John French wanted to test the waters
of Port Valdez for hydrocarbons. At that time,
the terminal’s ballast water treatment facility
that cleans the oily water from the ballasts of

Chair of science committee long interested in
effects of toxins on environment and health

tankers discharged an estimated average of
two barrels per day of oil and grease into Port
Valdez every day.*

“When I look back, we were ahead of the
curve on that one,” Kennish said. “We would
have had that baseline data.”

Kennish and French went ahead with a
modified version of the project, but results were
limited because they were refused access to the
terminal to collect samples.

Many of Kennish’s research projects have
involved looking at the effects of toxic materials
in the marine environment. Most recently, Ken-
nish has been studying the effects of phthalates
ontroutand salmon. Phthalates are what makes
plastic flexible. The substance is easily released
into the environment as plastic degrades. Sci-
entists are suspicious that phthalates in the
environment are having a negative effect on the
health of various species, including humans.

Kennish and his collaborator, Patty Zwolloa
biology professor at The College of William and
Mary, are testing phthalate levels in Elizabeth
Lake on the Kenai Peninsula. Waves from the
Gulf of Alaska push marine debris into the lake
where it collects on the shore.

Kennish thinks this project could possibly
answer questions about declining wild salmon
runs in recent years.

Read more about Kennish’s project here:
http://bit.ly/PhthalatesAndSalmon

Kennish’sexpertisehasbeena valuable asset
to the council over the years. The council has
long been concerned about the effects of crude
oil, and the mix of crude oil and dispersants.

“Dispersants are a problem because they
increase the toxicity of oil,” Kennish says.

“You're not really removing the oil, you're
just spreading it out, so it affects the environ-
ment in a different way,” said Kennish. “We
still don’t know all the effects.”

Kennish says the science committee has
been looking into how to evaluate the low-level
chronicimpacts of oiland dispersed oil. They are

trying to determine a good biological indicator,
aspecies that can be monitored to determine the
health of the environment, which would not be
prohibitively expensive to monitor.

To read more about the council’s hydrocar-
bon toxicity projects, visit our website: www.
pwsrcac.org/programs/environmental-monitor-
ing/hydrocarbon-toxicity/

“My time on the Scientific Advisory Com-
mittee has been one of the most significant con-
tributions I have made to the State of Alaska,”
Kennish said. “The members of this committee
are very dedicated and hardworking and are
well respected.”

“Working as a volunteer for the council is a
wonderful opportunity and a great experience
because the organization is surprisingly well
managed and has very clear and positive goals
for carrying forward the intent of the Oil Pol-
lution Act of 1990 and in continuing to protect
Prince William Sound.”

John Kennish

* Today, due to lower pipeline throughput,
improvements in operation of the ballast water treat-
ment facility and the reduction of oily ballast coming
to the terminal due to the phase-out of single hull
tankers, the facility puts out about one gallon per
day of oil and grease.

Carey takes industry preparedness position with
Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation

Anna Carey, project manager assistant for
the council, has taken a position with the Alaska
Department of Environmental Conservation.
She will replace Vince Kelly.

Her new position, titled “Environmental
Program Specialist III,” is in the department’s
Industry Preparedness Program’s Marine Ves-
sels section. She will be working with oil spill
contingency plans, and says she hopesher duties
at the new job will keep her in contact with the
council.

“We look forward to continuing to work
with her in support of our mission in her new
capacity,” said Mark Swanson, executive direc-
tor for the council.

Carey joined the council in May of 2011. She
provided support to project managers and the
council’s Terminal Operations and Environmen-
tal Monitoring, Port Operations and Vessel Traffic
System, Legislative Affairs, Board Governance
and Long Range Planning committee volunteers
and their projects. She also managed several
projects including the review of fire protection
assets at the Valdez Marine Terminal.

Carey helped monitor Port Valdez for inva-

sive species such as tunicates and European
green crab. The council is concerned that these
two species, among others, could arrive in oil
tanker’s ballast water, which is discharged into
Prince William Sound beforeloading North Slope
crude at the Alyeska terminal in Valdez. Inva-
sions like this can harm valuable native species
such as salmon.

Carey also
helped with out-
reach and edu-
cation presenta-
tions in the Valdez
schools and for
several youth edu-
cation programs
during summer
months.

Her last day
with the council
was September 13.
The council is cur-
rently in the hiring
process to fill the
vacancy.

Anna Carey

Drones to be used for oil
spill monitoring in Arctic

Remote controlled unmanned aircraft, com-
monly known as “drones,” have been approved
by the Federal Aviation Administration forusein
Alaska. Conoco Phillips received the approval
to use the drones to monitor for oil spills and
observe wildlife off the Beaufort Sea coast in the
Arctic Circle.

“Aerial observation missions can now be
safely accomplished in hazardous Arctic loca-
tions, which will reduce the risk of manned
aviation in an efficient, cost-effective and envi-
ronmentally friendly manner,” said Tim Conver,
chairman and chief executive officer of AeroVi-
ronment, the company who makes the approved
drone, in a press release from the company. “We
believe initial operations in the Arctic can lead to
long-term broad adoption for similar applications
elsewhere in the United States and throughout
the world.”

The drones were expected to be used for the
firsttime in August to survey “oceanice floes and
migrating whalesin Arctic oil exploration areas,”
according to the administration, however Conoco
Phillips recently told Petroleum News that they
are not quite ready to begin using the drones.

This is the first approved commercial use of
drones in the U.S. by a private company.
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From the Executive Director

Working together effectively is a matter of
balance and finding the middle road

Almostevery issue of significance comes to
us with strongly divergent viewpoints. In the
oil transportation industry, for example, some
say more regulations are needed while others
say less regulations would be better. Often
we as human beings dismiss a view opposite
our own. Today, people have the opportunity
to segregate and isolate themselves to a great
extent. They may have little occasion to asso-
ciate with others or be exposed to information
about differing viewpoints or beliefs. With
political re-districting, politicians in the majority
party get to pick their voters instead of voters
picking their politicians. These tendencies can
lead to increasingly polarized viewpoints on
the issues that affect us all. We are losing the
ability to find common ground and mentally
stand in the other person’s shoes enough to see
balanced viewpoints. Combine these trends
with winner take all style elections and deci-
sions by authority figures and we end up with
hostile and marginalized losers and arrogant
and callous winners on virtually every issue.
Eventually, when things get so lopsided that
the pendulum swings the other way, it is often
abrupt and disruptive. This is neither good
nor sustainable.

Council strives to find middle ground
The council aims to come up with sound
advice and reasonable solutions that are bal-
anced and benefit a broad collection of stake-
holders with disparate views, all affected by
theenvironmentally safe operation of Alyeska’s
terminal and tankers. Forexample, the council
would like to see the risk of oil spills from previ-
ously uninspected piping or crude oil tanks at

the terminal eliminated or at least reduced to
a level as low as reasonably practicable. Cur-
rently, the terminal’s pipe and tank inspections
areexpensive and disrupt operations. However,
oil spills are also expensive, disrupt operations,
and damage reputations. The council has
recommended the application of industry and
regulatory best practices as a balanced tried
and true solution to address these intersecting
concerns and balance cost with benefits.

Often there is no tried and true answer.
Finding a solution can be difficult. Sometimes,
as a mental exercise, simply articulating the
extremes that neither side would advocate
for helps to paint a path and better define the
middle ground where a consensus or acceptable
compromise can be found. Another method
is a robust exposure to and familiarity with
the opposing view holders” concerns. Based
on who we work for, how we were raised and
other differentiating factors, some viewpoints
are naturally opposed. So often we don’t really
allwant the same thing, atleastnotas a primary
motivator. However, we often could accept
many of the same things, preserving elements
that are important to us, and letting go of our
lesser concerns thatare moreimportant to other
parties.

Workgroups help find a balanced solu-
tion

Workgroups are one common way to find
middle ground when the workgroup’s prin-
cipals are appropriate to ensure success. To
achieve theirintended purpose of finding a com-
promise, all participantsinaworkgroupneed to

share a com-
mitment not
only to par-
ticipate and
advocate for
their own
positions,
but to listen,
respect and
make a good
faith attempt
to accommo-
date the con-
cerns of other
participants.
Supervi-
sors of work

group partici-
pants, back
in their own
potentially more homogeneous and polarized
work environments, with less exposure to and
concern for divergent viewpoints, need toresist
the urge to subvert that consensus building
process that naturally arises among good faith
workgroup participants.

Extreme solutions are fundamentally
unhelpful and unsustainable. The council is
looking forbalanced solutions tohelpusand our
industry and regulatory counterparts promote
and ensure the environmentally safe operation
of the Alyeska Marine Terminal and associated
tankers. Let’s roll up our sleeves together.

* Mark Swanson is the executive director of
the Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’
Advisory Council.

Mark Swanson

From Alyeska Pipeline

Alyeska intern impressed by safe work environment

Every summer Alyeska Pipeline Service
Company offers internships to college students
around Alaska. This year, we asked them to
share their thoughts about their time with Aly-
eska. Here’s an interview with Kyle Tee, who
interned with the Facility Engineering team on
the Valdez Marine Terminal.

Was this your first internship on TAPS?
This is my second Internship with Alyeska. My
first Internship was in Anchorage in Project

Kyle Tee

Engineering.

Whatwereyourexpectations for this internship
when you first started?

My expectation for this internship was to
learn more information about Valdez and what
type of work is involved here. Accepting this
internship in Valdez I knew that I would be
seeing more of the pipeline and being away
from a cubical a little bit more than if I was in
Anchorage and I was excited for that.

What was the most interesting or educational
project you worked on and why?

The most interesting project I worked on
is a design of a snow shelter to access a valve.
The reason why it is so interesting is because
the space to place a snow shelter is very lim-
ited. There is only about 28 inches between the
building and a tank and during the winter snow
is falling off of the structures and building up
between them. So far the design is incomplete
but it has been an enjoyable experience with it.

Who is someone who really mentored you, and
how did they do that?

Todd Carsten: he gave, helped and guided
me on all of the projects I worked on this
summer. When we go outinto the field I tend to
be very observant and ask alot of questions and
Todd has done an outstanding job in providing

me with answers to my questions.

Tell us about one of your favorite experiences
you had during the internship.

My favorite experience would be the morn-
ing that Carol and Jeff Simmons given me the
opportunity to kayak to work. It was terribly
early in the morning but the whole scenery was
beautiful. We didn’t encounter any wildlife of
any sort but it was an awesome way start off
the day.

Describe what you've learned about the TAPS
culture.

From thisinternship I have a greater under-
standing of the five cultural attributes thanIThad
lastsummer. The attribute thatImostidentified
with is Making Sound Decision. Ever since I
started to work in the Valdez Terminal I have
heightened my safety awareness to ensure that
I am making sound decision every day when I
am out in the field and everything I do.

Now that you've spent many weeks working
on TAPS, what’s your impression of Alyeska,
TAPS, or its people?

My last impression I will have of Alyeska’s
will be the extraordinary safety environment
that I was given the opportunity to work in
this summer.

» Submitted by Alyeska Communications.
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Council staff witness lingering Exxon Valdez ol

Council staff visited Eleanor
Island in central Prince William
Sound this past August to look
for residual oil from 1989’s Exxon
Valdez oil spill. While several staff
experienced the Exxon Valdez spill
first-hand, many had never seen the
oil other than in photographs and
in small sample jars collected each
year and displayed in our offices.

The group was accompanied
by David Janka, owner of Auklet
Charters. Each year, Janka visits
several beaches in the Sound where
oil canstillbe found. He documents
the locations and collects samples
which he shares with the council.

This area of Prince William
Sound was hardest hit with oil.

Alicia Zorzetto, who joined
council staff in January, says she
remembers the spill only vaguely,
as she was 6 years old at the time.
The images of the dead animals on
TV were memorable because they
were scary for a young kid. Later,
herenvironmental politics classesin
college discussed the spill through
an historical lens.

“It’'sone thing tostudyinaclass-
room, and then to come here and
see and imagine what the fishermen
and the locals had to go through,
it’s like looking into a little part of

our dark history,” said

The experience was a reminder
that the council’s mission to pro-
mote environmentally safe trans-
portation of oil in Prince William
Sound is an important one.

“We live with oil, we need oil,
and we appreciate our oil industry
and all it does for our state,” said
Mark Swanson, the council’s execu-
tive director, “but we really have to
be mindful that a lot of protection
is required to make sure we don’t
have another spill because the con-
sequences just don’t go away.”

Oil lingers just a foot under the surface of the beach in some places. The oily
water in the photo above was just a few feet from the water’s edge at low tide.
At a location farther up the beach, thicker oil seeps out of the sediment (below).

Photos by Amanda Johnson.

Left: Janka shows
Steve Rothchild,
the council’'s
administrative
deputy director,
where to look for
oily sheen, evi-
dence of oil in the
sediment below
waterline. Photo
by Lisa Matlock.

Below: Jars of oil
were collected for

display in council
offices and at out-
reach events. Photo

by Serena Lopez. Zorzetto.

Above: Janka and financial manager Gregory Dixon start
digging in a new location farther up the beach. Photo by Alicia

Left:

Above: Barb Penrose, administrative assis-
tantfor the council, cleans off a jar of collected
oil. Photo by Tom Kuckertz.

Alicia

Zorzetto fills a
jar with Exxon
Valdez oil. Photo
by Jeremy Robida.

HEDDELL: Long time volunteer
leaves board of directors

Continued from page 1

the council’s executive committee
in 1996. She served as secretary
from 1997 to 2001, spent two years
serving as vice-president in 2003
and 2004, again elected as secretary
from 2004 to 2008, and was elected
to the position of treasurer in 2012
and 2013.

Heddell was an active member
of the council’s finance committee.
This committee helps the board
to oversee the council’s financial
affairs and ensure a balanced
budget each year.

Heddell and her husband, Pete,
owned and ran a gift shop in Whit-
tier from 1988 until their recent
retirement. Pete is a member of
the council’s Port Operations and
Vessel Traffic System committee.
This summer, they bought a 50
foot Delta yacht and plan to begin

exploring the San Juan Islands and
Canadian waters.

“Thanks to staff, board, ex-offi-
cio and volunteers for the support
of this fine organization,” Heddell
said in her resignation letter to
the board. “It was a tremendous
privilege and honor to serve as
the Whittier representative on the
RCAC board all these years. I will
cherish the memories.”

Whittier’s city council has
appointed Andrea Korbe to replace
Heddell. Korbe will be seated at
the council’s meeting in Seward on
September 19.

Marilynn and Pete Heddell
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